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EKMEPOYXZ THX KOINOTHTOX TOY TIMIOY XTAYPOY, WHITESTONE, NY
EYXOMAXTE XE OAOYX KAAA & EYAOTHMENA XPIXTOYTENNA
KAI EYTYXIXMENO KAI EYAOTHMENO TO NEO ETOX 2025
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ON BEHALF OF THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY OF HOLY CROSS, WHITESTONE, NY

WE WISH EVERYONE A MERRY & BLESSED CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY & BLESSED NEW YEAR




The Nativity of our Lord and Savior: The story of the Nativity of Christ is beautifully told in the Holy Scrip-
tures. The story is found in Matthew 1:18-25 and in Luke 2:1-20. No matter how often the Birth of Jesus is told,
we realize that it is an important event. As the story is told by the Apostles, the Roman Empire was powerful.
The Romans had conquered much of the then known world. Judea and Samaria, what we know today as Israel,
were included in their conquests. Emperor Augustus ordered that a census be taken in all his lands. He needed
to know how many people lived in the empire so he could tax them. Everyone had to go to the town of their
family's origin to register for the census. This meant that Mary and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem. They were
descendants of King David and Bethlehem was the City of David.

Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth and it was a great distance from Bethlehem. It was about 100 miles over
very rugged roads. Moreover, Mary was expecting the baby and it was almost time for her to give birth. Bethle-
hem was a small town and there were many descendants of David who had come to register for the census. By
the time Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem there was no place for them to stay. Joseph tried very hard to
find a place to sleep that evening. There was no room at the inn. Finally, Joseph found a cave-like place where
they could rest. This place was used by shepherds to protect their sheep in stormy weather. It was here that
Mary gave birth to Jesus. The baby was wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in the straw in the manger.

Now, that night the shepherds were out in the fields guarding their sheep. Suddenly, there was a bright light
which startled the shepherds. The light was so bright that it turned the night into daylight. Of course, the shep-
herds were frightened. Nothing such as this had ever happened. Soon an angel appeared and calmed them. The
angel said:

"Fear not for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior; which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you: You shall find
the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger" (Luke 2:11-12).

Then a larger group of angels appeared. They praised and glorified God and sang, "Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, and good will toward men" (Luke 2:14). When the angels finished singing, they disap-
peared and the light began to fade. It became dimmer and dimmer until it was dark again. The shepherds were
awed. They didn't know what to do. Finally, they decided to leave their flocks of sheep and go to Bethlehem.
They decided that they wanted to see for themselves what the angels had told them. When they got to Bethle-
hem, they found Mary, Joseph, and the infant Jesus. They fell to their knees and adored Jesus.

Some Wise Men came from the East for they knew of the coming of Jesus. They had seen a star that told them
that a new king had been born to the Jews. They followed the star and were looking for the child. At this time
the governor of Judea was King Herod. He was a wicked man and was feared and hated by the people. When
Herod heard about the Wise Men looking for the child, he invited them to his palace. Herod asked the Wise
Men to find the child so that he, too, could worship Him. But Herod was lying. He did not want anyone to take
his place. The Wise Men went on to look for Jesus. The Star led them to Jesus and Mary. When the Wise Men
found Jesus, they fell to their knees and worshipped Him. They gave Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. The Wise Men left but did not return to Herod. They had a dream that warned them that Herod wanted

to harm Jesus. Instead, they returned to their native country by a different route.
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http://bible.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&version=NKJV&passage=Matthew%2B1%3A18-25&x=0&y=0
http://bible.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&version=NKJV&passage=Luke%2B2%3A1-20&x=0&y=0
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Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers.
Verse: For you are just in all you have done.
St. Paul's Second Letter to the Hebrews 11:9-10; 32-
40

BRETHREN, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of
promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac
and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he
looked forward to the city which has foundation, whose
builder and maker is God. And what more shall I say?
For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Sam-
son, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets -
who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced jus-
tice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war,
put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead
by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept
release, that they might rise again to a better life. Others
suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and

imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in
two, they were tempted, they were killed with the
sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats,
destitute, afflicted, ill-treated - of whom the world
was not worthy - wandering over deserts and moun-
tains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all
these, though well attested by their faith, did not re-
ceive what was promised, since God had foreseen
something better for us, that apart from us they
should not be made perfect.
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gyévwnoe tov lokof, lokof o0& €yévvnoe TOV
Tovdav kol Tovg GdeApovg ovtod, lovdag of
gyévvnoe 10v Qapég kol tov Zapd €k the Odpuap,
Dapec o8 éyévvnoe tov 'Eopop, 'Ecpop d¢ &yévvnoe
tov Apay, Apap 6 €yévwvnoe OV CAHvVadap,
"Apwvadaf o6& éyévvnoe tov Naocoov, Naocosodv o0&
gyévvnoe TOvV ZoAUmv, Zaiumv 8¢ &yévvnoe tov Bool
éx g ‘Poaydf, Bool 6¢ éyévvnoe tov "QPNo €x tig
‘Pov0, 'QPnd o¢ &yévvnoe 10v ‘lecoai, lecoal o
gyévwnoe OV Aavid 1OV Paciéo. Aovid 88 O
Bacthevg éyévvnoe TOV Xoloudvo €K THG TOD
Ovpiov, Zolouwv o0& ¢€yévwnoe 10v  Pofody,
‘Pofoap 0¢ éyévvnoe tov "APud, APia o0& éyévvnoe
tOv 'Acd, 'Ach 0¢ &yévvnoe 10V locaedr,
Tocagatr 6¢ €yévwnoe t0v lopau, lopap o8
gyévwnoe 10v  Ollav, 'OClag 06¢ &yévvnoe TOV
TodaBap, Todbap o6& eyévvnoe tov "Ayal, "Ayal o0&
gyévvnoe 10v Elexiav, 'Elexiag 6¢ éyévvnoe tov
Mavaocot], Moavacofig 6¢ €yévvmoe 10V Audv,
"Apov 6¢ €yévvnoe 1ov looiav, Tociog 6¢ éyévvnoe
tov leyoviav kol ToLg AdeAPOVLG avTod Emi THg
petokesiog Bapvidvog.

Meta 6¢ v petoweosiov Bapvidvog “leyoviag
gyévvnoe tOv ZodobmA, Zarabmr 8¢ &yévvnoe TOV
ZopoPaPer, ZopoPdaPer o6& &yévvnoe tov “AP1000,
"ABovd 8¢ éyévvnoe tov Ehaxeip, Elokeip o€
gyévvnoe 10v "Aldp, "Alop 6¢ éyévvnoe 1OV ZaddK,
YadoK 0¢ &yévvnoe TOv ~Ayxeip, TAyelp 0 €yévvnoe
tov 'EA1000, 'EMovd 8¢ €yévwnoe tov “Eledlap,
"Edealop 6¢ &yévvnoe tov MatBav, Matbav o6&
gyévwnoe tov lokdP, lokopf o6& €yévvnoe TOV
"Toone tov &vépa Mapiag, 8 fig &yevviOn "Incodg 6
Aeyouevoc Xpiotoc. Ildcon odv oi yeveai Gmd



"ABpadp Eog Aavid yeveol dexatéooapec, kol Gmd
Aavid  &oc Tic petowesioc Bofuldvog  yevead
deKaTécoopes, Kol amd ThG petowkesiag Bapfuidvog
€mc Tod Xp1oTod yeveal OEKATECCOPES.

Tod 8¢ 'Incod Xpiotod 7 vévwnoig obtog mv.
uvnotevbeiong yap thg untpog oavtod Mopiag Td
‘Ioone, wpiv §| cvveldelv avtovg gupédn &v yoaotpi
g&yovca €k Ilvedpatrog "Ayiov. 'loone 8¢ O davnp
avtig, Olkatoc @v kol un  0éhov ootV
nopadetypatioat, gfovAndn AdBpa dmordcar avTv.
Tadta 8¢ avtod &vBuunbévtoc idov dyyehoc Kvpiov
Kot Svap £pavn avtd Aéyov: Toone viog Aavid, un
@oPnOfic maparapelv Mopiap TV yovaikd cov’ 10 yop
&v auth] yevvnoev gk Ilvedpatog éotv “Avyiov. té&eTon
0¢ viov kol kaAéoelg 10 dvopa avtod Incodv: avtog
YOp GOOCEL TOV AAOV 0OTOD GO TOV QUOPTIOV OOTDV.
Todto 8¢ dhov yéyovev va TANpwOT) 10 pnoev Hmd Tod
Kvpiov 610 oD mpogpnrtov Aéyovtog 6o 1 mapBEvog
&v yootpi &gl kol té€etan vIOV, Kol KAAEGOLOL TO
dvopa avtod Eppavouni, 6 €ott pebepunvevduevov
ned’ Mudv 6 Ogdg. Ateyepbeig 0¢ 0 lwone amnd tod
Umvov €moincev ¢ mpocétalev avt®d O dyyehog
Kvpiov kol mapélafe thv yovaike odtod, Kol ovk
gytvookey odTiv Eog o0 Eteke TOV VIOV aOTAC TOV
TPOTOTOKOV, Kol Ekbdece TO dvopa avtod Incodv.

The Gospel According to Matthew 1:1-25

The book of the Genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of
David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was the father of
Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the fa-
ther of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of
Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of
Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the
father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and
Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the fa-
ther of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse,
and Jesse the father of David the king.

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of
Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Re-
hoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of
Asa, and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehosha-
phat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uz-
ziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the
father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and
Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the
father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and

Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the

time of the deportation to Babylon.

And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah
was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father
of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of
Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eli-
akim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of
Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim
the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar,
and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the
husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is
called Christ.

So all the generations from Abraham to David
were fourteen generations, and from David to the
deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and
from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ four-
teen generations.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this
way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together she was found
to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her hus-
band Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But
as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son
of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit;
she will bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins."
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spo-
ken by the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall con-
ceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called
Emmanuel" (which means, God with us). When
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew
her not until she had borne a son; and he called his
name Jesus.
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Pan Christmas 2024, New Years &
8 % f -9- Epiphany 2025 Schedule of Divine Services \

Martyrs Sebastian, Zoe & Companions
6 p.m. Holy Unction +

SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
8-11 a.m. Orthros & Divini Liturgy

Eve of the Nativity of Christ. St. Eugenia, the Martyr
Morning: 8-10 a.m. Orthros & Great Hours

Evening: 6-8 p.m. Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil

(Holy Communion will be offered)

+
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD & SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

8-11 a.m. Orthros & Divine Liturgy

+
Stephen The First Martyr and Archdeacon
8-10 a.m. Orthros & Divir1+e Liturgy

SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
8am-11 a.m. Orthros & Divine Liturgy

+
THE CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD &' %
ST. BASIL THE GREAT

8-11 a.m. Orthros & Divine Liturgy

Forefeast of Theophany
8-10 a.m. Orthros & Greai Hours

SUNDAY BEFORE EPIPHANY
Morning: 8-11:30 a.m. Orthros, Divine LIturgy
of Saint Basil & Great Blessing of the Waters
Evening: 6 p.m. Great Vespers of Epiphany

HOLY THEOPHANY OF OER LORD

8-11:30 a.m. Orthros, Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil &
Great Blessing of the Waters

12:00 p.m. Blessing of the Waters at the Pier on
Boulevard in Malba 4+

Synaxis of Saint John the Baptist
8-10 a.m. Orthros & Divine Liturgy



Tetaptn
18 AekeuPBplou
Kuplakn
22 AekeuBplou

+ {4
TpLtn
24 AskeuPBplou

Tetaptn
25 AekeuBpilou

Mapaokeun

27 DAekeuPBplou
Kuplakn)

29 AskeuBplou

Tetaptn
1 Iavouapiou, 2025

Mapaokeun
3 Iavouapiou, 2025

Kuplakn
5 Iavouapiou, 2025

Agutepa
6 Iavouapiou, 2025

Tpltn
7 Iavouapiou, 2025

EANAHNIKH OPOOAO=H KOINOTHTA TIMIOY ZTAYPOY

NEOY ETOYZ katr ©OEODPANEIQN 2025

NMPOrPAMMA IEPQN AKOAOYOIQN
XPIZTOYTENNQN 2024,

ZeBaoctiavou, Zwng KaL TWV GUV aUToig naptupwv
6 u.u. Aylov EuxeAatov +
MPO THZ XPIZTOY TEENNHZEQZ +

8-11 Tt.u. ‘OpBpog kat @e'La+/\ELtoupy’La

Mpogodptia TG XpLotoL NeEvvnoeEwg
Tng Ayiag Oclondaptupog Evyeviag
NPQI: 8-10 1.u. OpBpoC & Msya)\at Qpat
Bpadu: 6-8 u.u. Eomeplvr) Ocia Asttoupyia tou Meyalou
Bao\etlou (Osia Kowvwvia)
+
H FTENNHZIZ TOY ZQTHPOZ IHZOY XPIZTOY
8-11 Tt.u. OpBpog kaL Ocia Asttoupyia
+

ZTEPAvVOU npwtouaptupoq AprSLaKovou
8-10 1.u. OpBpo¢ kal Ocia Asttoupyla

R
e ++
META THZ XPIZTOY TENNHZEQZ
8-11 T.u. OpBOpog kaL Ocia Aettoupyia
4+

H KATA ZAPKA NMEPITOMH TOY KYPIOY HMQN IHZOY
XPIZTOY & TOY EN ArIOIZ MNATPOZ HMQN BAZIAEIOY
TOY MEFAAOY

8-11 T.u. OpBOpog kaL Ocia Asttoupyia

Mpogodptia TwWV PWTWV t
8-10 1t.u. OpBpo¢ & MeydAal Qpal twv Ogopaveiwy
+

KYPIAKH NMPO TQN $QTQN

Mpwi: 8-11:30 1t.pu. OpBpo¢, Ocia Asttoupyia Tou
M. Baow\elou & MeyaAog AyLacuog

Bpadu: 6 u.u. Méyag Eomeplvog twv Ocoaveiwy

+
TA ATIA OEODPANEIA TOY KYPIOY KAI OEOY KAI
2OQTHPOZ HMQN IHZOY XPIZTOY
8-11:30 1t.u. OpBpog, Ocia Asttoupyia tou M. BaoiAeiou

& Meyahog AyLaouog
12 p.u. TeAetr) Katdaduolg tou Twulou Ztaupou oto Ttotdul
(The Pier on Boulevard in Malba)

Z0va&Lg Ayiou Iwavvou tou Mpodpouou
8-10 T.u. OpBpog kat Osia Asttoupyia



Sunday, December 22, 2024
MEMORIALS—MNHMOXYNA

+ Betty Ralin / Baitoa PaAwv, 40nuepo
+ Nikolaos Steliaros / Nikorloog ZtéAapog, 3 pnveg
+ Chrysanthi Capeleris / Xpvodavon KoaneAépng, 6 pnveg
+ Theodoros Gounaris / ®gddwpog I'obvapng, moAvETEG
+ George Vouvoudakis / I'eddpyloc Bovfovddkng, molvetég
+ Prodromos Moschokarfis / ITp6dpopog Mooyokdpeng, ToAETEG
+ Savvas Savvides / Zappag ZapPidng, moAveTéC

skeskoskoskoskok

Please inform the church office at least one week
in advance for memorial services & kolliva.
20.C TOPUKAAOVLE VO KAVETE £YKOLPO TIC TOPOLYYEMES GOC
vl To. KOAALPBa TovAdytotov pio efdoudda vopitepa,
Y10l VO LITOPOVLE VO GOG EELTNPETOVUE LLE TOV KAADTEPO OLVATO TPOTO.

APTOKAAXIA

MmoQeite va maQayYeIAETE EyKALQX TNV
agtokAacia oag amo to I'gapeio
¢ Kowvotnrac.

Donation: $80.00 cvpumegidappavet
to NAMA xat to eAatoAado.

If you would like to order an Artoklasia from
the church, please call the church office.
Donation: $80

This also includes the wine and oil needed for the offering of the Artoklasia




Tov kagé onuega mEoopépet
H ®1ronttwyxog Adedpotnta

ITapakaAoVue va €00ete yix ka@é petd

v Ocela Aettovpyla!

Etvat pa evkapla vae ovvdeDelte pe toug

EVOQLTEG paG

KL V& ATIOAQVOETE TOV Ka@Eé Kol dlkpooa

KEQAT AT
otV alBovoa g exkkAnoiag pac!

Edv evdla@épeote va TQOO@EQETE TOV KAPE
otnv alBovoa Tov vaov pacg,
ETUKOLVWVNOTE HE TO YOAPELO TG
exKANOlag

Lk ak
Coffee Hour Today is sponsored by our
Holy Cross Philoptochos

Please join us for coffee hour after

Divine Liturgy today in our church hall! It's a
great opportunity

to connect with fellow parishioners and en-

joy some refreshments!

If you are interested in sponsoring coffee

hour, please contact the church office.

AI'TAXMOZX

( KaOe

4§l otV eopot) TV

X00VOo

Ocopavelwv

TeAeltal

OTOUG
’ Op0OddoEoug
Ml Iepovg Naovg 1

AxoAovBila  Tov
MeyaAov Ayiaopov twv Ogopaveiwv
kot otn ovvéxewa ot lepelc kata v
leoa mapadoorn g ExkAnolag pag,
aylalovv ta OTiTIr O0OWV XQLOTIAVWV
t0 emBupovv katr TO CnToovv.
ITapakaAoVpe va eTOKNVWVNOETE HE
TO YOa@elo TG KOWwOTNTAS HAg OTO

(718) 767-2955.
HOUSE BLESSINGS

Every year on the Feast of the Baptism
of our Lord the service of the Great
Blessing of the waters takes place in
our Orthodox Churches. Following the
feast of Epiphany it is customary for
the priest to visit and bless the homes
of the faithful that request it. If you
would like for your home to blessed
after January 6th with the Holy Water
from the feast of Epiphany, please
contact the church office 718-767-2955.




STEWARDSHIP—MEMBERSHIP 2025
We wanted to take this opportunity to express our deepest appreciation to you for your support
to our community by renewing your stewardship pledge for the upcoming year.

Your contribution is greatly appreciated and assists us in the maintenance of the community’s
programs and services. May the blessings of our Lord be with you and your family.
IMPOITPAMMA “EKOYZXIAL EIXDOPALX” 2025
OEAovHE VA ELXAQLOTIOOVHE TA HEAT) TNG KOLVOTNTAS HAS TIOV ELXAV AVAVEWDTEL TV
OLKOVOULKT] TROO@OQA TouG Yix o 2024. ' vax yivetat péAn v to 2025, umogeite va
OUUTIATQWOETE TNV KAQTA TG ETNOLAG TTROOPOQAS 0AG TOL BRlokeTal 0To tayKkdQL Tov Naov 1)
va emoke@Oelte to Yoagelo TG kowvoTNTog, HAll pe To dWO TS AYATG 0AC.

H dwpea oag etvat g Ek@oaon tng ioTng KAt ¢ EVYVWHOoUVNG 0ag YIX
TIc MOAAEG evAOYLeg ot Cwn) oag. KaAd Xoiotovyevva og 0Aovg!

%%

You can now donate or offer you stewardship donation online at:

https://onrealm.org/hcgoc/-/form/give/general

or you can scan the QR Code

Come Support our Teams in our Home Gym!

Saturday, January 4th
1:30 PM Holy Trinity Hicksville G1 (A) at Holy Cross Whitestone 61 (H)
2:30 PM St. Paraskevi B1 (A) at Holy Cross Whitestone Black B1 (H)
3:30 PM St. Demetrios Astoria G2 Navy (A) at Holy Cross Whitestone Gold G2 (H)
4:30 PM St. Nicholas 62 White (A) at Holy Cross Whitestone Black 62 (H)
5:30 PM Holy Trinity Hicksville B3 (A) at Holy Cross Whitestone Gold B3 (H)

Sunday, January 5th
2:00 PM St. Nicholas JG (A) at Holy Cross Whitestone JG (H)
3:15 PM Holy Trinity Hicksville JB White (A) at Holy Cross Whitestone Black JB (H)
4:30 PM Archangel Michael Maroon SB (A) at Holy Cross Whitestone SB (H)




The Holy Cross

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

K.......

3rd ANNUAL

*| MONTE CRRLO
Night

A

Fundraising Dinner

Honoring Costa & Maria Toannou

Thursday January 30, 2025

Westbury Maror

1100 Jericho Turnpike, Westbury, NY 11590

Food, Drinks, Entertainment, Games & Prizes
DJ Spiro- GEO Events

DONATION: $200 per person RSVP- JANUARY 20th

All proceeds will benefit
Holy Cross
Whitestone Community

George lsaakidis (917)837-2208
Margie Demetriou (917)841-4741




HOLY CROSS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
WHITESTONE, NY

Our Holy Cross Ladies Philoptochoé_j‘nvite you to oUr'

- ANNUAL VASILOPITA BRUNCH

Benefiting our Ladies Philoptochos and the Mission

of the Holy Diocese of Bukoba, Tanzania and Rwanda

The Diocese funds support Youth & Family * Educational Resources * Mentorship
Opportunities * Emergency Medical Treatments * Housing * and much more

January 12th, 2025

immediately following Divine Services
8-11:30am

Orthros and Hierarchical Divine Liturgy

For reservations please call:

Patty Lampropoulos (718)908-9398 officiated by
Dina Laskaris (917)309-0884 His Grace Bishop Chrysostom
Voula Paxinos (347)368-9156 of Bukoba and Western Tanzania &

His Grace Bishop Nektarios of Diokleia

Donation: $30.00 * 6 & Above $15.00 Children * Under 5- Free




